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SUBJECT: POREIGN MINISTER ON SOMALIA 

1. DURING MAY 28 CALL POREIGN INISTER ABDALLAH AL-ASNAJ 
COMMENTED THAT SOMALIA CONTINUES TO OFPER BEST OPPORTUNITY POR 
ARAB MODERATES UNDER LEADERSHIP OP SAUDIS TO BRING 

ABOUT PURTHER REDUCTION OP SOVIET INPLUENCE IN RED SEA 
REGION. AL-ASNAJ NOTED IN THIS REGARD THAT ONE MAIN 
PURPOSE OF TAIZ MEETING WAS TO SOW DOUBT AND SUSPICION 
BETWEEN THE SOVIETS AND PDRY ON ONE HAND AND SOMALIS 
ON THE OTHER AND THAT THIS PURPOSE HAD BEEN REALIZED. 

AL-ASNAJ ALSO OBSERVED THAT PORMER ARE MOTIVATED BY 
IDEOLOGY, PARTICULARLY PDRY, WHILE SOMALIA IS MOVED BY 
AND LARGE BY NATIONALIST EMOTIONS AND ASPIRATIONS. 

AL-ASNAJ CONTINUED THAT IT WAS THIS OPENING PROVIDED BY 
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SOMALI NATIONALISM THAT HE HOPED THE SAUDIS WOULD CONTINUE 
TO EXPLOIT. 

2. AL-ASNAJ POINTED OUT THAT AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, 

SIAD BARRE WILL NOT MOVE RAPIDLY OR DARAMATICALLY UNLESS 
HE IS SURE OP PULL SUPPORT FROM THE SAUDIS AND FROM THE 
WEST, PARTICULARLY WITH REGARDS TO THE SUPPLY OP ARMS. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AL-ASNAJ NOTED THAT PRESIDENT NUMAYRI WAS RECENTLY GIVEN 
SAUDI CARTE BLANCHE TO PURCHASE ARMS IN WEST AS REQARD 
EOR THROWING OUT SOVIET MILITARY ADVISORS AND HE HOPED 
THE SAUDIS WILL DO THE SAME THING EOR SIAD BARRE. AL-ASNAI 
OPINED THA SOMALIA LIKE SUDAN COULD OBTAIN ARMS IN COUNTRIES 
LIKE ERANCE IE US UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO REPLACE SOVIETS. 

3. AL-ASNAJ CONCLUDED THAT SAUDIS AND OHTER REGIONAL 
MODERATES WILL HAVE TO CONTINUE THEIR EEEORTS WITH SOMALIS 
BUT HE ALSO EXPRESSED HOPE USG WILL SUPPORT THESE EEEORTS 
EVEN IE IN A SYMBOLIC FASHION. 

4. COMMENT: YEMENIS ARE SURPRISINGLY KNOWLEDGEABLE 
ABOUT SOMALI DEVELOPMENTS WHICH ARE FOLLOWED CLOSELY IN 
SANA. AL-ASNAJ IN PARTICULAR TRIES TO KEEP ON TOP OP 

THESE MATTERS. HE HAS GENERALLY BEEN UP-BEAT IN DISCUSSING 
OPPORTUNITIES IN SOMALIA EOR ARAB MODERATES BUT ALSO 
REALISTIC THAT IT WILL BE A DIPPICULT TASK. COMMENTING 
ON A RECENT REPORT PROM THE YEMENI AMBASSADOR IN MOGA- 
DISCIO SEVERAL DAYS AGO THAT SOVIET/SOMALI RELATIONSHIP HAD 
REACHED POINT OP NO RETURN, AL-ASNAJ STATED THAT HIS 
AMBASSADOR WAS EITHER NAIVE OR STUPID BECAUSE IN HIS 
OPINION NEITHER SOVIETS NOR THEIR SOMALI PRIENDS WILL 
EASILY GIVE UP A MAJOR POLITICAL AND MILITARY INVESTMENT 
GOING BACK SO MANY YEARS. 
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